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number and condition of the tires possessed by the applicant, and
to the checking of this declaration by an "approved vendor."
The holder of a card who needs to purchase a new (or second-
hand) tire to replace one that is unserviceable and impossible to
have retreadedj must still provide himself with a 'buyer's permit'
granted by the prefectorial authority from the quota of tires allotted
to the departement.
The same system has since been extended to tires and inner
tubes of bicycles and motorized bicycles (Radio-Paris, August 26,
1941).
Tobacco. The scarcity of tobacco has continued to become
more severe. To meet it in some degree, since the beginning of
September 1940 the authorities reclassified and sold army tobaccos.
At the beginning of October the sale of tobacco was prohibited in
cafes, hotels, and restaurants.
As these measures were insufficient, in the middle of May the
price of French tobacco was raised by 33 per cent., and the price
of imported tobacco by 66 per cent. (Decree published on May 10,
1941).
Until recently the Government has denied that there was any
question of instituting a tobacco card (Radio-Paris, May i, 1941),
but actually the sale to-day is limited to one packet of twenty
cigarettes a day for each person, including women, but excluding
minors of eighteen years of age (Radio-Paris, May 17, 1941). It
appears that a system of rationing is to come into force presently,
which will give three packets a month to each holder of a card.